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Section 1: What is being assessed? 
 
1.1	Name of proposal to be assessed. 
 
Proposed amendments to the Council’s Post-16 Transport Policy  
 
1.2	Describe the proposal under assessment and what change it would result in if implemented. 
 
All Local Authorities have a duty to produce an annual transport policy setting out the arrangements for eligible post-16 learners to access education. Specifically, this is to support eligible post-16 learners with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), and supports those pupils who, due to exceptional circumstances, need transport assistance. 
 
The revision of our Post-16 Transport Policy will deliver savings whilst continuing to support some of our most vulnerable young people to access education. 
 
Following a review of non-statutory transport packages for post-16 young people we will be carrying out a public consultation on travel assistance for post-16 learners with SEND.  
 
We will ensure that the transport assistance we provide is the most appropriate for young people and their families, promotes independence and offers choice, while at the same time delivering a financially sustainable model of transport support. 
 
1.3	Stage 1 Assessment: 
 
 
	Protected Characteristics: 
	Impact 
Y/N 

	Age 
	Y 

	Disability 
	Y 

	Gender reassignment 
	N 

	Race 
	N 

	Religion/Belief 
	N 

	Pregnancy and maternity 
	N 

	Sexual Orientation 
	N 

	Sex 
	N 

	Marriage and civil partnership 
	N 

	Additional Consideration: 
	 

	Low income/low wage 
	Y 

	Care Leavers 
	N 


 
Stage 2: Full Equality Impact Assessment: 
 
31. Will this proposal advance equality of opportunity for people who share a protected characteristic and/or foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and those that do not?  
Given the nature of the proposals it will inevitably impact young people. For some of those impacted the proposed changes will be a positive, enabling students to be more independent and providing them with key life skills in respect of use of transport, improving their access to employment and other opportunities. 
 
 
32. Will this proposal have a positive impact and help to eliminate discrimination and harassment against, or the victimisation of people who share a protected characteristic? If yes, please explain further. 
 
N/A. 
 
33. Will this proposal potentially have a negative and/or disproportionate impact on people who share a protected characteristic?  If yes, please explain further.  
 
Age - It is expected that educational attendance may be impacted, which is monitored closely by educational settings. There is likely to be an impact on families who will need to support their children's travel to and from educational settings, and students may also be impacted by longer journeys where they use public transport.  
 
The Travel Assistance Service (TAS) provides assistance for children and young people travelling to school or college. Assistance for this cohort of young people is non-statutory. The council’s travel assistance policy currently provides for assistance to be awarded for young people aged 16-19 in line with the statutory offer for children and young people aged 5-16 with an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) and who are over three miles walking distance from their school or education setting. 
 
Amending the travel assistance policy and reducing service provision will impact the 216 young people aged 16-19 in the 2024/25 academic year who are currently in receipt of this non-statutory support, as well as any young people submitting new applications for support.  
 
There is a statutory duty on young people aged 16-19 to participate in education or training, however, there is no statutory duty for Local Authorities in terms of providing transport support.  
 
Disability – The Post-16 Transport Policy is specifically for learners who have Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities, therefore changes to the policy will have an impact on disabled individuals.  
 
The proposed changes will enable some students to be more independent and provide them with life skills. For other students this proposal will mean students and families having to make different choices when it comes to their post-16 education and the way they travel to it.  The aim of the changes is to provide the most appropriate support tailored to individual service users/residents. 
 
Pupils who have an EHCP may not have the independence skills to access public transport and may require additional support from parents/carers.  
 
Some children and young people whose arrangements change may be affected. All students potentially could struggle with a change. The extent to which they are impacted negatively will vary and could depend on how they experience change. 
 
There is currently no resource for travel training in Bradford and this is something that some students may benefit from. 
 
Low Income – While the service does not record information on a family’s income the proposals could potentially have a negative impact on students/families on a low income. 
 
The proposed changes seek to mitigate this by signposting families and students to other sources of funding such as central Government’s bursary scheme or support from educational providers. Personal Independence Payments may also be available for these students who are eligible for assistance. 
 
 
 
34. Please indicate the level of negative impact on each of the protected characteristics? 
 
 
(High (H), medium (M), low (L), no effect (N))  
 
	Protected Characteristics: 
	Impact 
(H, M, L, N) 

	Age 
	H 

	Disability 
	H 

	Gender reassignment 
	N 

	Race 
	N 

	Religion/Belief 
	N 

	Pregnancy and maternity 
	N 

	Sexual Orientation 
	N 

	Sex 
	N 

	Marriage and civil partnership 
	N 

	Additional Consideration: 
	 

	Low income/low wage 
	M 

	Care Leavers 
	N 


 
 
2.5 	How could the disproportionate negative impacts be mitigated or eliminated?  
 
It will not be possible to entirely mitigate the impact of this change for all the impacted young people. Families whose children are in the impacted group will have the option to appeal against any decision made. Appeals panels will consider appeals in line with the revised travel assistance policy. The changes to the Policy will still allow a level of support to be offered to families of the students who live over 3 miles from their place of education to facilitate attendance (personal travel budget). It would be at the discretion of parents as to how that support is used.  
 
Mitigation comes in the form of providing some assistance to all eligible students, with the greatest assistance transport being provided to those with the most need where there is sufficient evidence to demonstrate there is an absolute need. 
 
Section 3: Dependencies from other proposals  
 
3.1	Please consider which other services would need to know about your proposal and the impacts you have identified.  Identify below which services you have consulted, and any consequent additional equality impacts that have been identified.  
 
The following will need to be aware of the changes being proposed: 
· Schools and colleges 
· Children’s Services SEND 
 
The proposed changes are subject to consultation with all relevant stakeholders and Executive approval in line with the Council’s budget process. 
 
Section 4: What evidence have you used? 
 
4.1	What evidence do you hold to back up this assessment?  
 
Data collated from the EHCPs and current transport statistics. 
 
4.2	Do you need further evidence? 
 
No. 
Section 5: Consultation Feedback 
 
 
5.1	Results from any previous consultations prior to the proposal development. 
 
N/A 
 
 
5.2	The departmental feedback you provided on the previous consultation (as at 	5.1). 
 
N/A 
 
 
5.3	Feedback from current consultation following the proposal development (e.g. following approval by Executive for budget consultation). 
 
N/A 
 
 
5.4	Your departmental response to the feedback on the current consultation (as at 5.3) – include any changes made to the proposal as a result of the feedback. 
 
It is vitally important the proposal is consulted on with relevant protected groups and key partners to ensure the potential impact is understood. Feedback received from this consultation process will be considered for the proposal. 
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